
Earth Day 2020  
Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day (4/22/20) 

 
Background​: On Earth Day and this spring we have two crises: One is the COVID-19 
coronavirus pandemic. The other is a slowly building disaster for our climate.  
 

“The coronavirus pandemic does not shut us down. Instead, it reminds us of what’s at stake in our fight for 
the planet. If we don’t demand change to transform our planet and meet our climate crisis, our current state 
will become the new normal — a world where pandemics and extreme weather events span the globe, 
leaving already marginalized and vulnerable communities even more at risk.” (-Source ​Earthday.org​) 

 
Choose One/Share One 

Directions:​ with your family or individually, choose something from the choice board to do to 
celebrate our Earth on the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day. Share a picture, selfie, or reflection 
of what you do on our RMS Earth Day Padlet (​click here​) 
Watch “​Earth Day Live​” to hear 
messages, calls to action and 
performances from famous singers 
and acts.  

 

Take the ​Earth Hour 30 Day 
challenge​ and do one thing every 
day to help protect the 
environment. Participate in 
Meatless Mondays, turn off the 
lights day, switch to eco-friendly 
cleaning supplies, or carry your 
own water bottle. 

 

Take a ​virtual field trip​ to the Arctic 
to study polar bears. Discover how 
climate change is threatening 
polar bears’ survival and find a 
way to help protect the species. 

   

Choose one of Discovery 
Education’s ​“50 ways to Earth 
Day”​ actions to help the Earth. 

 

Make ​recycled art​...pull out those 
plastic lids, cardboard and other 
recyclables to create art as a 
family. 

 

Earth Day​ Breakout game 

 

Nifty Fifty Activities you can do at 
home with your family (​click here​) 

 

Take a ​captain planet ​challenge 

 

Take a virtual tour of  ​Yellowstone 
National Park 

 

https://www.earthday.org/earth-day-live/
https://padlet.com/bkostka/hx57qbpiqekgnl9s
http://earthday.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/www.discoveryeducation.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EH2020_30DayChallengeCalendar.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/www.discoveryeducation.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EH2020_30DayChallengeCalendar.pdf
https://videos.discoveryeducation.com/watch/cedAx8hHSP5NoM594v1ZgB?
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/learn/50-ways-to-earth-day/#6-8
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/learn/50-ways-to-earth-day/#6-8
https://www.weareteachers.com/earth-day-crafts-classroom-activities/
https://platform.breakoutedu.com/game/play/earth-dome-s-o-s-race-to-save-our-systems-127522-2IQHIRVF1K
https://environmentamerica.org/feature/ame/nifty-fifty-activities
https://captainplanetfoundation.org/programs/cpf-resources/learning-at-home/?mc_cid=48a6a88760&mc_eid=5032f9b9d0
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/photosmultimedia/virtualtours.htm?mc_cid=48a6a88760&mc_eid=5032f9b9d0
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/photosmultimedia/virtualtours.htm?mc_cid=48a6a88760&mc_eid=5032f9b9d0


 
 
 
Earth Day History​: 
“The first Earth Day in 1970​ mobilized millions of Americans for the protection of the planet. 
On April 22, 1970, 20 million Americans — 10% of the U.S. population at the time — took to 
the streets, college campuses and hundreds of cities to protest environmental ignorance and 
demand a new way forward for our planet. The first Earth Day is credited with launching the 
modern environmental movement and is now recognized as the planet’s largest civic event. 
Earth Day led to passage of landmark environmental laws in the United States, including the 
Clean Air, Clean Water and Endangered Species Acts. Many countries soon adopted similar 
laws, and in 2016, the United Nations chose Earth Day as the day to sign the Paris Climate 
Agreement into force.” Source: ​click here 
 

 
 
For a great article on how Coronavirus has impacted our Earth​ ​click here 

 

 

https://www.earthday.org/about/the-history-of-earth-day/
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2020/04/coronavirus-pandemic-earth-pollution-noise/609316/

